


Lord Byron

"There is a pleasure in the pathless woods, there 
is a rapture on the lonely shore, there is society, 
where none intrudes, by the deep sea, and music 
in its roar:  I love not man the less, but nature 
more."
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C O N T R O L  F R E A K

OWN THE FIGHT with the most advanced patent-pending  
drag system ever designed. Infinite adjustment from zero  
to dead stop in a single drag knob rotation. Renders any  
previous perception of “smooth drag” to obsolescence.  
Completely sealed and maintenance free.  
Orvis innovation. American made. Advantage angler.
orvis.com/miragereel

PROUDLY MADE IN THE U.S.A.
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Page 5
G u i d e

f i sh  w i th  the  good gu ides

Galen Kipar
Asheville Fly Fishing Company

Warm and Cold Water 

Trout, Bass, Musky

North Carolina, USA

What outfit do you own/guide for?
I own and guide for Asheville Fly 

Fishing Company.

What waters do you guide?   
Western North Carolina & East 

Tennessee rivers including Watauga, 

South Holston, Nolichucky, French 

Broad and various blueline streams in 

Pisgah National Forest.  We also offer 

an exclusive Whitewater Smallmouth 

Bass Trip on Class III & IV rapids.

Do you specialize in a particular species?
We specialize in Trout, River 

Smallmouth Bass and Musky.  

What is your most memorable trip?  
I have saved several clients from going 

overboard, but this was a first.  My 

client caught a nice rainbow on the 

Watauga River. After a few photos, he 

wanted to revive and release the fish 

on his own. I saw him start to lean. His 

leg was not in the brace. The look on 

his face said, “I don’t want to drop this 

fish, but I need to grab something or 

I’m going in.” His body arched forward, 

arms extended, fish high above his 

head. He went in fish first, and then 

head, shoulders, knees and toes. When 

he came back up from the underwater 

world, the fish was gone and he quickly 

pulled himself back in the boat. He was 

dripping 55-degree water from head 

to toe. A look of chill turned to a big 

grin and he said, “get a picture, my kids 

need to see this.” I told him that was 

the coolest way I’ve ever had someone 

release a rainbow, “fish first.”

Name three flies you never leave 
home without.
Streamer: Gamechanger, Dry fly:  CDC 

sulfur,  Nymph: Pat’s Rubber Leg.  

When did you start 
guiding and why?
I started guiding 

part-time in 2006.  

At that time I was a 

touring musician and 

it was hard to find 

meaningful, flexible 

work as supplemental 

income.  I always 

knew my music 

schedule well in 

advance, which 

allowed me to 

schedule guide trips 

in between.  In 2011, 

I began guiding full 

time. 
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8 Inchers

It’s Not the Size,  
it’s the Experience
Show us your smallest catch 

on a fly for a chance to 

receive some DUN shwag.

8 inchers@DUNmagaz ine .com

Showing of f  your sma l l es t  catch

What is the strangest thing you have 
experienced as a guide that is fit for 
print?
Once upon a smallmouth bass float, 

as we pulled into a little side channel 

off the main river to take lunch, we 

spotted a prosthetic leg, sock and shoe 

still included, upside down with the 

shoe sticking up.  It perfectly slid onto 

a tree branch that was pointing up.  It 

was hard to tell if someone planted 

it there or the fat chance that it had 

floated downstream at high water and 

happened to slip onto this branch in 

just a way.  The guy in the back of the 

boat freaked out and was strangely 

excited.  Come to find out, he had a 

thing for finding strange things on the 

river and said he was going to put a 

lamp shade on this find and put it in 

the window as in the movie, Christmas 
Story.   About two weeks later, I saw a 

blog post about “the things you’ll find 

on East Tennessee rivers.”   It was the 

guy with the strange fetish for finding 

weird things on the river.  I learned that 

his empathetic wife posted a Lost & 

Found on a social media site describing 

the prosthetic leg and matching sock 

and shoe.  Their efforts were fruitful 

in finding the owner.  It turned out the 

owner was rafting the year before when 

he lost it.  He had already received a 

shiny new replacement, but was happy 

to have his original as a back up.   It’s a 

wild world out there.  There are only so 

many degrees of separation and some 

of them are strange.  

What is the best way to contact you?   

AshevilleFlyFishingCo.com 

(828) 779-9008 

B i l l

A l l i son

Bever ly

Ra lph

http://www.AshevilleFlyFishingCo.com


For 50 years, Trout Unlimited’s mission has been to conserve, protect and 

restore North America’s coldwater fisheries and watersheds. As Trout Unlimited 

members, we are unwavering in doing the work it takes everyday, to make that 

happen. Yes, we are passionate anglers, but we are also stream monitors, 

volunteers, and teachers of the next generation. From raising our voices in 

congress about protecting our cold, clean water, to helping support campaigns 

to keep Pebble mine out of Bristol Bay, we are creating change through action. 

Because we believe in our pursuit to create better habitat for the fish we all love. 

And the only way to make that happen for the next generation is if we all roll up 

our sleeves and get in the water together.

oin us in protecting our nation’s coldwater fisheries at www.tu.org oin
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ICAST/IFTD
Orlando, FL

July 11
th 

- 14
th

Jen Ripple

Editor-in-Chief

Jen@DunMagazine.com

Orvis Guide Rendezvous
Missoula, MT

April 27
th  

- 29
th 

Want the DUN team 

at your event?

editor@DUNmagazine.com

Mom always says, “the older you 

get, the quicker the days go.”  I must 

be getting quite old because I don’t 

know what day it is or where the 

weeks have gone. It is already well 

into spring in beautiful Tennessee 

and just thinking about the warmer 

days ahead makes my heart beat 

faster.  There is nothing like waking up 

to the birds singing, the sun shining 

and the trees rustling.  I feel like if I 

sit still enough, I can hear the tree 

buds bursting forth their leaves.  Ah….

Spring!

This is an exciting time to be a part 

of DUN.  No doubt by now you’ve 

noticed the launch of our new 

website, created your own secure 

account and signed up for your 

subscription. You’ve heard about 

our beautiful print edition soon to 

be released and reserved your copy.  

Thank you for being a part of DUN.  

Having your support and hearing 

from our readers means the world to 

me.

TU 2017 SouthEast Regional 
Meeting
Gatlinburg, TN

April 21
st 

- 23
rd

As a magazine that exists to 

empower women, I firmly believe 

that empowerment comes through 

education and it is my main goal at 

DUN to educate you through our 

Take Aways, Lifestyles, inspirational 

articles and more.  I want you to 

FLOURISH on the water and off.  I 

want this season to be the best you 

have ever had.  Life is not meant to be 

lived, but to be lived in full.  

And with that, I leave you with the 

April/May edition of DUN.  Get 

involved and follow our authors.  

Tell them what you think of their 

articles and let them inspire 

you.  With much love, I give you …. 

FLOURISH!

FROM THE E
DITOR
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DUN Magazine ISSN:2381-8492 is 

published bi-monthly by 

Fly Squared Media. 

©2017 - All rights reserved. 

No part of this publication may be 

used without written permission by 

the publisher. 

FlySquaredMedia.com

316 Hidden Valley Drive
Dover, TN 37058
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Fly Squared Media
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Green-Zine

DUN Staff

Nome Buckman

Contr ibut ing Edi tor

Grace Er in

Associate Edi tor

Sue Fey

Copy Editor

Mēgan Berns
Editor at  Large

Janell Fannin

Managing Editor

Meg Humphries

Market ing Director

Jen Ripple

Publ isher
Editor- In-Chief

Jen@DUNmagazine.com

Privacy Policy

DUN Magazine and Fly Squared Media 
take your privacy very seriously. We refuse 
to share your personal information with 
our advertisers or any other entity.

Publisher’s Note

The DUN staff works hard to produce 
a quality publication.  We can make 
mistakes.  We would like to apologize in 
advance for any mistakes you may find.  If 
you find a mistake, we want to know.

Editor@DUNmagazine.com

Social Responsibility

At DUN, we believe it’s our 

responsibility to preserve the 

forests, streams and waterways 

for ourselves and our future 

generations.  For this reason, 

every year DUN commits at least 

100 man hours to philanthropic 

endeavors focused on our 

community and environment.  

We are always looking for worthy 

causes that need a little support.

Editor@DUNmagazine.com

Advert is ing
 

For the rate card  

Ads@DUNmagazine.com 

Submissions
 

For the submission guidel ines

Editor@DUNmagazine.com  

Subscr ipt ions

Click here to Subscribe

Photographers :

Dave Dozer, Petr Petersson, 
Knut Johan Ruud-Sandal, 

Richard Yvon
THANK YOU 

ADVERTISERS 

You make DUN poss ib le .

EMPOWERING 
WOMEN

NOT IGNORIN
G MEN.

FLOURISH



The DUN Team 

JEN RIPPLE

Editor-in-Chief

Living life just to get through the day is no 

way to live your one and only life.  To live 

life to the fullest you need to flourish … 

and I flourish on the water.

Flourish

Nome Buckman

Contributing Editor

To thrive with little to no 

additional input - right 

place right time!

Grace Er in

Associate Editor

When I think of the word 

flourish I think about the old 

line "Bloom where you're 

planted." I feel like 'flourish' 

has the connotation of not 

merely surviving, but rather 

thriving wherever it is that 

you have found yourself in 

life.

Sue Fey

Copy Editor

Tend to the garden of your 

soul: enrich the soil, pull 

the weeds, turn your face 

toward the sun.

Mēgan Berns
Editor at Large

You will either flourish or 

starve-feed and nurture 

what you want to flourish 

let starve what you want to 

go away.

Janell Fannin

Managing Editor

The place you come to 

in life when you realize 

you can be whatever and 

whomever you want to be 

... and you do so without 

reservation.

Meg Humphries

Marketing Director

Nothing says flourish like 

spring time. Take time to 

soak in the natural lush 

of spring but take your 

practice outside of the 

surface and embrace who 

YOU are. As you move past 

your yesterday and seize 

the opportunities of today, 

you grow to a place that 

allows your soul to flourish. 

Inside & out. So get out 

there and soak it all in.

R019    FLOURISH - DUN Magazine DUN Magazine - April | May 2017    R020



DUN Magaz ine From Our Readers

"A class act that just keeps getting 

better!"

Edd Goodson

Thanks Edd, your comment made our day.
DUN Magazine

"I think you should ask for people's 

prettiest fish."

Hal

If you have a comment, we want 
to hear it!  Contact us today 
editor@DUNmagazine.com.

Hey Hal, We think that is an excellent idea! 
Submit your prettiest fish pictures to editor@
DUNmagazine.com 
DUN Magazine

Here is another one for you Hal.  Marcie 
sent us this photo of a beautiful brown trout.  
Thanks for sharing Marcie.
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Fighter - knut johan ruud-sandal



Featured Contr ibutors

loves to take anglers' skills to that 

next level. She has been teaching fly 

fishing and has worked as a fly fishing 

guide for over 10 years. She currently 

guides full-time for the Fly Fishers 

Place in Sisters, Oregon.   She is an 

IFFF Master Casting Instructor.  Mary 

Ann’s love and finesse of casting 

has put her on the Winston Pro-Staff 

Team.    

Mary Ann DozerJoannie De Lasablonnière

began fly fishing 12 years ago 

because of her job at the youth 

center Point de Mire in Montréal, 

where they run a fly fishing program 

for teenagers. In 2013, she became a 

Certified Casting Instructor with the 

IFFF. In 2015, she went to the Wulf 

School of Fly Fishing to learn more 

about teaching.  She is a volunteer 

for the program Healing Waters 

(Chapter of Montréal) and in the last 

year has started her own business, La 

pêche au féminin, organizing casting 

classes, fly tying and women’s only 

fly fishing weekends. She dedicates 

her time to increasing the popularity 

and numbers of new fly anglers in 

Québec, Canada.

has had multiple careers, but she 

has always known that fly fishing 

was her path.  She continues to be 

a wade fly fishing guide in saltwater 

and freshwater, is a busy casting 

instructor, published writer and still 

serves tables at a local restaurant a 

few nights a week.  Allison currently 

resides in the Tampa Bay area and 

still fishes at all hours of the day and 

night. 

Allison Helen Hendricks

Solvor has been fly fishing since 

1994 and is a licensed fly casting 

instructor, dry fly addict, trouthunter, 
mother, wife and electrical engineer 
for the Norwegian Public Roads 

Administration.  Knut has been 

fly fishing since 1990 and is an 

unlicensed fly casting instructor, 

fly fishing addict, trouthunter, 

father, husband and works for the 

Norwegian Association for Hunters 

and Fishermen. They were last in 

line when the handed out names but 

Solvor means spring sun and Knut 

means knot. Ruud is an old nordic 

word for "a clearing in the woods" and 

Sandal means a " valley of sand."

Knut & Solmor Ruud-Sandal
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is presently growing up in northern 

Maine with her family and her dog 

Belle. She attends middle school and 

participates in choir, basketball and 

soccer.  In addition to school, she 

is an active family member working 

on her Registered Maine Tree Farm, 

Twin Maple Farm. She has a passion 

for the outdoors especially fishing 

where she helps her Dad run their 

family business Twin Maple Outdoors. 

She has learned spin and fly fishing 

from her father Richard, a Registered 

Maine Guide. She aspires to be a 

game warden and live in Alaska. 

Visit her family business site at 

TwinMapleOutdoors.com 

Annarose YvonKatka Švagrová

lives in beautiful Czech Republic. She 

is currently a student of pedagogy, 

and a graduate of Faculty of Fisheries 

and Protection of Water at the 

University of South Bohemia.  She 

comes from a fly angling family 

and began fly fishing at the age of 

4.  She began entering fly fishing 

competitions in 2012 and since then 

is the 4 time women‘s fly fishing 

champion and 1 time silver medal 

champion.  She is an ambassador for 

Einarsson, RIO Products, Patagonia, 

ArcticSilver Innovation, Sightline 

Provisions and Reel Skipper.

Featured Contr ibutors

R025    FLOURISH - DUN Magazine DUN Magazine - April | May 2017    R026



Advertise with the ONLY magazine that represents 
the fastest growing demographic in f ly f ishing . . .

WOMEN!

ads@DUNmagazine.com
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http://orioncoolers.com
http://406FlyLines.com


DUN Magaz ine Take Away Fly Ty ing tool

HAIR CLIPS
I feel I have some explaining to do 

when checking out with three dozen 

hair clips at a time when the longest 

hair on my head is under an inch long.  
I pipe up and explain it’s for fly tying 

in an attempt to relieve the perplexed 

and judgmental look I get.  You would 

think I just told the checkout clerk I’m 

going to commit murder with these 

hair clips as the perplexed face turns 

to shock.  It definitely makes for good 
entertainment. 

When on the road tying at shows or 

venues, I get numerous comments on 

the smart way to use small hair claw 

clips to help with fly tying.  One in 
particular seems to be ideal for what I 

typically tie, but a variety of sizes are 

handy when switching from large to 

small species flies.

Good old Goody (as a kid I used so 

many Goody hair products) makes the 

best imho.  The slide proof small half 

claws are ideal for my tying needs.  
They usually come 6 to a pack.  Easy 
to use, they fit ever so nicely on the 

stem of my vise for storage when not 

in use.  When tying dozens at a time 
I will have several flies in different 

stages of progress.   The clips are 
extremely handy when adding new 

material in front of already fluffy 

material.  Using a clip to protect the 

existing and make room for the new 

addition does make a fly tier's life 

much easier.  Typically, I use these 
handy tools for streamers or any 

time I need to tame materials.  They 
come in handy particularly for tandem 

or articulated flies.  I originally 
experimented with these clips to aid 

the finishing process of the heads 

of flies by managing the materials.  

It speeds up the process time and 

makes it much easier to apply eyes 

and UV glue.    

Above:  At work

Right:  Convenient storage space

Opposite Page:  Not found in your 

local fly shop, look for these clips 
at the dollar store or your local 

pharmacy.

By Nome Buckman
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childhood
annarose yvon

My name is Annarose Yvon and I live in the Highlands region of Maine. 
My family and I moved to Maine, just before I was two years old, from Connecticut. 

We moved because my parents wanted our family to live in an area where we 

could enjoy the outdoors.  I live on a small tree farm with my Mom, Dad and my 

younger sister, Amanda.  I am truly blessed because it is the perfect place to live 

when you are a person who loves the outdoors. I have had the pleasure of fishing 

and hunting in Maine since I was a toddler. My grandmother was originally from 

Maine and my Dad spent much of his childhood fishing and hunting with my Great-

Uncle Rodney in the great north woods. Uncle Rodney is a Master Maine Guide and 

he inspired my dad to become a Maine guide.
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My Dad introduced me to 

hunting and fishing. Over the 

years, we have done many 

types of fishing together. 

We’ve done open water and 

ice fishing on lakes, ponds 

and rivers.  We’ve taken our 

jet boat up the rocky waters 

of the Penobscot River for 

bass fishing.  We’ve done dip 

net fishing for smelts in the 

springtime and we’ve gone fly 

fishing as we drifted the rapids 

of West Branch River of the 

Penobscot. Each of these trips 

offers a unique experience and 

is always a great time spent 

with my Dad.

Our salmon trip started out 

by preparing for our fishing 

adventure. I had to think about 

what I had to do and bring. 

We started out by towing our 

drift boat down many miles of 

bumpy, dusty, dirt roads.  I’d 

say the trip was already an 

exciting adventure, passing 

by Mount Katahdin and the 

beautiful, big Maine north 

woods.  When we got there, 

we checked into the Big Eddy 

Lodge. Don, the caretaker, was 

there to greet and welcome 

us to the camp and river. We 

unloaded the truck and settled 

into our campsite. Now the 

excitement really started when 

we launched our  drift boat 

into the Big Eddy. Dad and Don 

had to shuttle the truck and 

trailer to the takeout spot, as I 

patiently waited with our drift 

boat. 

As we started fishing, Dad 

gave me instructions on how 

to nymph fish. After practicing 

how to properly drift the fly, 

I had my first hook up. I was 

so excited! Dad coached me 

on how to keep the line taut; 

I can hear him now, saying, 

“Annarose! Constant pressure! 

Don’t drop your rod tip!” I 

fought the salmon and grabbed 

the net. Then I leaned out to 

get the fish, trying to not go 

overboard!  Finally, I was able 

to remove the hook and release 

the beautiful fish unharmed. I 

didn’t think that I would catch 

a fish because we had not 

had any luck … so I was quite 

surprised. I was very proud of 

myself because all my Dad did 

was just stand there with the 

camera. That is why fishing can 

be a big surprise! 

That was one of the most 

exciting fishing trips I’ve been 

on. I loved the feeling of 

getting excited and reeling the 

fish in, but mostly because I 

love using a fly rod. This fishing 

is fun for all ages!  As I think 

about this trip, I’m wondering 

what crazy things will happen 

next year!

The Landlocked Salmon 
is native to the state of 
Maine and is considered the cousin of Atlantic Salmon

After practicing how to properly drift the fly, 
I had my first hook up.
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Our fly fishing adventure on the 63-

mile bass waters of the Penobscot 

river is another trip which will resonate 

into my ‘forever’ fishing memories of 

childhood. My Dad, our dog Belle and 

I headed out one Saturday morning for 

some smallmouth bass fishing.  Dad 

mentioned that this was a fly-only 

trip and we left all our spinning gear 

behind. I remember feeling somewhat 

nervous about a fly-only trip because 

of my lack of experience on the river 

with a fly rod.

The morning started out with beautiful 

weather with no wind. This definitely 

made me feel more confident. As we 

anchored the boat in the current with 

our trolling motor, my Dad instructed 

me to drift my popper against the 

shoreline. I proceeded to cast toward 

the bank where I know big fish live and 

then my fly got snagged on a tree limb. 

I looked at Dad with disappointment 

in my eyes. I remember him saying, 

“That’s ok honey… let me help you 

get that out.” While retrieving the fly 

with a hook and telescoping handle, 

Dad brought the branch down to my 

level and I was able to unhook my fly 

from the limb. After we resumed our 

fishing, I watched Dad catch a few 

bass which really got me excited, but 

made me feel excluded at the same 

time. Dad noticed I was feeling kind 

of down so he made the boat drift the 

same speed as the current. He said, 

“This might help you with casting and 

mending your line.” He was right! I was 

able to drift my fly much easier, which I 

preferred and so did the fish!

We stopped fishing midday because 

my tummy was rumbling and hurting. 

We pulled up under a huge red oak 

tree with plenty of shade. I love country 

music, so I asked my Dad to put on 

his speaker. We started listening to 

music as Dad took out the gas grill 

and hamburgers. We ate our lunch 

and talked about our morning, which 

made me giggle and smile! Having a 

full belly, I was ready to continue our 

special time together, not even caring 

if we caught a fish or not. After drifting 

for some time and least expecting it, 

I suddenly had a smallmouth bass 

come up from an undercut at the bank 

of the river! “Fish on!!” I yelled, as Dad 

brought over the net. My Dad kept 

saying “ Rod tip up… don’t give him any 

slack!” Dad brought the net underneath 

the fish, as I was grinning from ear to 

ear!

 My Dad kept saying ... Rod tip up! don't give him any slack!
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We ended our day pulling our boat 

out of the water and stopping in at the 

local ice cream shop. Special times 

with my Dad is what I will always 

remember.  Hopefully, someday I’ll 

my kids will have the same special 

memories. I am very grateful to my 

parents for raising us in the outdoors 

where I can learn and appreciate the 

wonders of nature. I wish this for every 

kid: to have the opportunity that I have 

been blessed with.

DUN Magazine

Thanks Annarose for 

her contribution to 

this edition of DUN 

Magazine.

R041    FLOURISH - DUN Magazine DUN Magazine - April | May 2017    R042



A
d
ve

rt
is
e
m
e
n
t

A
d

v
e

r
t
is

e
m

e
n

t

044
R

043
R

ADVENTURE 
MAY HURT
YOU BUT 

MONOTONY 
WILL KILL 

YOU.

Shop Today 
www.FlyGal .ca

http://FlyGal.ca


DUN Magaz ine Take Away

TIPPET RINGS

What i s i t? Do i Need it?

It’s been an overlooked helper for 

years. These tiny rings enable you 
to switch out tippet quickly and 

productively without burning through 

dozens of leaders in a season, 

because tippet rings give you a well-

defined break off point.  I recommend 
installing them in the comfort of 

your favorite reading or fly tying spot 

where lighting is good and you can 

see the little buggers.  

Tippet rings usually come packaged 

on a snap swivel for on-stream or 

off-stream ease. I suggest you tie 
onto the closest ring to the opening 

BEFORE you open the snap swivel…

or you stand a good chance of losing 

the ring before you even get a chance 

to tie a knot on it.  

When time allows, open a fresh 

packet of leaders and carefully unfurl 

them. If your leaders are 9ft, they 
typically have a two foot section of 

tippet. So snip two feet up and tie 
on the tippet ring with an improved 

clinch knot. When in doubt use a 
tippet gauge to help ensure you are 

in the right spot. Save the tippet you 
just snipped off, if 9ft leaders are 

what you prefer. Tie on the tippet with 
another improved clinch knot and 

roll up your leader, as it’s locked and 

loaded ready for the water.    

I typically make up a half dozen, 

which usually gets me through a 

season with three different rods. A 
tippet ring not only saves you from 

wasting leaders, but it also gives 

a perfect spot to add a dropper 

fly. Hopper dropper anyone? 

Now, you would think a metal ring 

would sink, but these rings are so 

small, (typically made of nickel alloy) 

they usually just sit in the water 

tension and work just fine with a 

floating or sinking system. And before 
you try to argue they might be a weak 

point, the typically 2-3mm rings are 

rated from 25-30 lb test. So no chance 
of that being an issue.

Lastly if you're worried the fly won’t 

turn over well because of this little 

lifesaver, you need not fret. The 
leaders work just fine and operate 

as normal. Tippet rings are useful 

for both commercial and homemade 

leaders. The only obstacle you have is 
actually installing it.  

Is there an item you're curious 
about?  Send your question to us 
at: editor@DUNmagazine.com

Above:  The tiny tippet ring 

almost rigged for action

Right:  Tippet rings are often sold 

on a snap swivel for easy storage 

and use.

By Nome Buckman
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http://WomensFlyShop.com


L a P Í che A u F Èminin
Follow the adventures of the Canadian 

"wildlifely women"

joannie de lasablonnière
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I started fly fishing 12 years ago 

because of my work at a youth center 

in Montreal: more exactly in Verdun, 

which is an underprivileged area of the 

city. We do all kinds of activities to help 

the children become more responsible, 

active and to help them develop a 

more critical mind. All activities are 

designed to make them think, and to 

give us, (the counselors) a chance to 

talk with them and to bolster their self-

esteem.

One of the activities consists of fly 

fishing, which my colleague Mario 

Viboux started 27 years ago. We teach 

teenagers from 12 to 18 years old how 

to tie flies, how to cast and how to 

raise funds for their fishing trips. To 

raise funds, they have to work and tour 

with us to fishing shows and present 

and sell their “fisherman’s coffee” and 

different items. They first have to work 

with us and follow our instructions, but 

they soon become role models and 

start helping teach others. I could write 

a full article about what we do with 

them and how amazing and good these 

kids are. (I love my job, you see!)
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So I started fly fishing, thankfully, 

because of my job, but I soon became 

crazy about it. I started to improve my 

techniques and to become a better 

teacher. I passed my CCI (Certified 

Casting Instructor) with the IFFF in 

2013. In 2016, I went to the prestigious 

Wulff School of Fly Fishing for an 

Instructor Class with Joan Wulff. Can 

you imagine how surreal it was to help 

Joan Wulff in her own kitchen, where 

she hosted students for a cocktail? It 

was like a dream come true!

For a long time, I cherished another 

dream, which was to help increase the 

number of ladies around rivers who 

would practice fly fishing. Although 

I gave lectures about the ladies in 

the world of fly fishing and facilitated 

some “ladies only” workshops in a Spey 

Clave, I felt like it was not enough. In 

2015, I was invited to be an instructor 

in a special weekend event for ladies 

called Fauniquement Femme, which 

can be translated to “Wildlifely 

Woman.”  The event gathered 30 ladies 

in the woods to teach them how to 

shoot a bow, shoot a gun, fly fish and 

manage a motorboat. All workshops 

were designed to last 45 minutes. After 

every single small group workshop, I 

could see the women’s faces saying, “I 

don’t want to leave and I want to learn 

more. Only 45 minutes! It’s too short!”

That was it! It was that small push I needed to decide to create 

a full weekend of fly fishing for ladies only.
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I came back home and asked my 

friend Sabrina if she wanted to work 

on the project with me. Of course, she 

did! She is as passionate as I am. At 

21 years old, she is already a fishing 

ambassador. She was only 17 when 

she became a CCI. We started putting 

together a schedule of workshops for 

a fly fishing weekend and our project 

was ready to launch.

We talked about our project to a good 

friend, Karl Larrivée, from the ZEC 

Lavigne. ZEC is an area of controlled 

exploitation, basically a hunting and 

fishing territory of the province of 

Quebec, located on public land. This 

type of organization was founded in 

1978, when the government decided 

to open the old private fishing and 

hunting clubs to the people. Karl, who 

already hosted weekends to introduce 

kids to pheasant hunting and fishing 

activities, was thrilled with the idea of 

the project. 

The program filled quickly with a group 

of ladies who came from regions all 

around Quebec. The ladies learned 

everything they could about fly fishing 

in a weekend. They felt free to ask 

questions, without the fear of being 

judged or laughed at. Our goal was to 

help them become autonomous and 

empower them to fly fishing.
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Our first day of workshops include 

information about basic equipment, 

knots, leaders and a casting class.  

Then we head to the lake for some 

brook trout fishing. We finish the first 

day around a campfire, telling fishing 

stories and talking about … men!

Early the next morning, we go fishing 

with the “real ones,” those who woke up 

really early. Our journey ends with “the 

must of the must,” the fly tying class. 

The ladies are so proud of their flies 

that it’s fascinating.

These ladies come from every part of 

Quebec, every sphere of society. They 

are single, married, mothers… and each 

woman was amazing. One lady told me 

that she has been an angler all of her 

life and when she had the opportunity 

to come to one of my weekends, she 

accepted without a doubt. She said she 

went straight to her garage to find her 

fishing box and realized that her last 

fishing license was from 2000. Time 

goes fast, life got crazy.

It makes me happy to create moments 

and more opportunities for women to 

get outside, learn a new sport and take 

time for themselves.
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As I am writing this, two feet of snow 

are falling on the ground and a lady 

called me to be part of a weekend 

trip with us next summer. She said, “I 

am a teacher and I am having a tough 

year with my class. To be part of a 

ladies fishing trip will be my light after 

the darkness!” This makes me feel like 

I have achieved my goal. I am happy 

and proud to be this spark.

Last year, we had three weekends 

fishing for brook trout. This year, we 

will fish twice for brook trout, one 

week at the famous Bonaventure 

River for the mystic Atlantic salmon 

and one weekend at St-Jean Lake for 

the landlocked salmon.

Only time will tell where our project 

will take us.  Soon, I will facilitate a 

fly tying workshop for the Canadian 

Wilderness Women Weekend in 

Ontario. Hopefully, I will be able 

to make them as crazy about it as 

I am, even if English is not my first 

language.

I wish you a good fishing season 

everyone! Don’t forget that “newbies” 

are very important. They can be your 

girlfriend, your kids, your friend’s kids, 

your colleague. Please, take at least 

one beginner with you this summer.

DUN Magazine

Thanks Joannie for 

her contribution to 

this edition of DUN 

Magazine.

Flyfishjo_la_peche_au_feminin
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106 S. MAIN ST.  
VIROQUA, WI 54665 

608.637.8779

FULL-SERVICE

FLYSHOP & GUIDE SERVICE
419-535-8888

www.tightlinesjewelry.com

 5% of sales donated to Trout Unlimited

http://DriftlessAngler.com
http://TightLinesJewelry.com


DUN Magaz ine Take Away

FRESHETTE
On the Water Tool

Above:  The Freshette system

Right:  Nome practicing her 

penmanship outside

When nature calls, the answer 

is Freshette!  It’s unassumingly 
liberating to finally have a pee aid 

that allows women to pee standing 

up flawlessly.  This product describes 
itself as a 'female urinary director,’ 

and it does just that.  I’ve tried 
several different brands and have 

concluded that Freshette is the best 

all-around product of this type.  

There are numerous designs on 

the market with many racking 

up only mediocre reviews.  The 
Freshette takes high honors with an 

intelligent combination of soft and 

stiff materials in the correct places 

for ease of use, quick cleanup, 

easy storage, comfort and most 

importantly, confidence it will work! 

Consisting of only three pieces; the 

trough, a clear one-half inch tubing 

and a single white gasket. Read the 
directions carefully, I found a lot of 

misinformation online.  

Install the tubing through the trough 

with the white gasket snugly fitted 

inside the spout of the trough (once 

the extension tube is pulled out 

all the way).  It’s actually a simple, 

bullet-proof tool once you learn how 

to use it.  Be sure to rinse it right away 
after use. 

The rigid narrow trough has a lip in 

the back, and when cupped tightly 

against your bits and thighs, creates a 

consistent seal.  If you wear clothing 
with a bit of comfort room, you don’t 

even have to unbutton your pants 

to pee.  Once I got over the fear of 
leaking and realized I can’t pee too 

fast for this device, (if used correctly) 

I was free to open the floodgates!  I 
do recommend practicing, as it takes 

a few times to get the feel of how it 

needs to fit as everyone is uniquely 

shaped.  Don’t forget to lower the 
toilet seat!  

Once mind over matter set in, I began 

to test my new found freedom by 

peeing over the porch railing, off a 

cliff and every chance I got when 

outside.  I even spelled my name 
in the snow!  I feel I’ve taken my 
relationship with the out of doors to 

a whole new level now.  You can bet 
this handy tool will be with me on all 

future fishing trips.  I do advise you 

keep your back to the wind!

By Nome Buckman
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PRESENT THE
UNITED STATES

 ANCHORAGE AK
 FAIRBANKS AK
 KENAI AK
 BIRMINGHAM AL
 FAYETTEVILLE AR
 MORENCI AZ
 ENCINITAS CA
 MODESTO CA
 REDDING CA
 SACRAMENTO CA
 SAN CARLOS CA
 TUSTIN CA
 ASPEN CO
 BOULDER CO
 COLORADO SPRINGS CO
 DENVER CO
 DURANGO CO
 FORT COLLINS CO
 GRAND JUNCTION CO
 GUNNISON CO
 MONTROSE CO
 RIDGEWAY CO
 SALIDA CO
 SILVERTHORNE CO
 STEAMBOAT SPRINGS CO
 TELLURIDE CO
 PARKER CO 
 KEY WEST  FL
 ORLANDO FL
 SARASOTA FL
 TAMPA FL
 ATLANTA GA
 CARTERSVILLE GA
 ROSWELL GA
 WEST DES MOINES IA
 BOISE ID
 IDAHO FALLS ID
 KETCHUM ID
 MOSCOW ID
 SANDPOINT ID

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS  IL
 INDIANAPOLIS IN
 WICHITA KS
 LEXINGTON KY
 BATON ROUGE LA
 BOSTON MA
 DALTON MA
 TAUNTON MA
 BALTIMORE MD
 BETHEL ME
 BRUNSWICK ME
 FRYEBURG ME
 ANN ARBOR MI
 BAY CITY MI
 BOYNE FALLS MI
 FREMONT MI
 GRAND RAPIDS MI
 MIDLAND MI
 OKEMOS MI
 ROYAL OAK MI
 SAULT ST MARIE MI
 TRAVERSE CITY MI
 MINNEAPOLIS MN
 ST LOUIS MO
 BIG SKY  MT
 BILLINGS MT
 BOZEMAN MT
 BUTTE MT
 CORVALLIS MT
 HELENA MT
 LIVINGSTON MT
 MISSOULA MT
 WHITEFISH MT
 ASHEVILLE NC
 BOONE NC
 CHARLOTTE NC
 MYRTLE BEACH NC
 ALBUQUERQUE NM
 SANTA FE NM
 RENO NV
 HANCOCK  NY

 LAKE PLACID NY
 NEW YORK  NY
 WILLISTON PARK NY
 CANTON OH
 CLEVELAND HEIGHTS OH
 COLUMBUS OH
 OKLAHOMA CITY OK
 TULSA OK
 BEND OR
 CORVALLIS OR
 EUGENE OR
 PORTLAND OR
 BETHLEHEM PA
 ERIE PA
 MEDIA  PA
 OAKMONT PA
 WARREN  PA
 WILKE-BARRE PA      
 CHARLESTON SC
 OKATIE SC
 BLOUNTVILLE TN
 CHATTANOOGA TN
 KNOXVILLE TN
 NASHVILLE TN
 AUSTIN  TX
 FORT WORTH  TX
 HOUSTON  TX
 LUBBOCK TX
 NEW BRAUNFELS TX
 PLANO TX
 LOGAN UT
 OGDEN UT
 PARK CITY UT
 SALT LAKE CITY UT
 ARLINGTON VA
 CHARLOTTESVILLE VA
 HARRISONBURG VA
 RICHMOND VA
 UPPERVILLE VA
 VIRGINIA BEACH VA
 MIDDLEBURY  VT

 BAINBRIDGE ISLAND W A
 ELLENSBURG WA
 GIG HARBOR WA
 LEAVENWORTH WA
 MT. VERNON WA
 NORTH BEND WA
 SEATTLE WA
 SPOKANE WA
 TACOMA WA
 WEST SEATTLE WA
 GREEN BAY WI
 MADISON WI
 RIVER FALLS WI
 CASPER WY
 CHEYENNE WY
 JACKSON WY
 LARAMIE WY
 ROCK SPRINGS WY

 CANADA
 CALGARY AB
 EDMONTON AB
 LETHBRIDGE AB
 ABBOTSFORD BC
 CHILLIWACK BC
 KELOWNA BC
 SMITHERS BC
 VANCOUVER BC
 WINNIPEG MB
 CAMPBELLVILLE ON
 MISSISSAUGA ON
 THUNDER BAY ON
 SASKATOON SK

 INTERNATIONAL
 SAN PEDRO BZ
 STOCKBRIDGE UK
 CAPETOWN ZA
 DURBAN ZA
 JOHANNESBURG ZA

NEW CITIES BEING ADDED ALL THE TIME!

THEF3T.COM FOR SCHEDULE, TICKETS AND TRAILERS

COMING TO A CITY NEAR YOU!
WORLD PREMIERE  DENVER, CO – 1/21/17

http://www.flyfilmtour.com


The Happy 
Camper solvor ruud-sandal 

knut johan ruud-sandal
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is strange how big changes 

often present themselves in 

modest ways, like the first 

ripples on the  water before the storm 

or the small blue marks on a stick 

that indicates a major change is in the 

makings. Up until the encounter with 

the blue stripes, my biggest angst as 

a fly angler had been whether wind 

conditions and water flow would 

mess up the next fishing trip. Being 

a simple-minded fly angler, I never 

planned longer than the next weekend.  

But, half way to work the morning of 

the blue marks I suddenly had a rare 

moment of clarity: “DUDE, in 9 months 

it is the end of May and the start of dry 

fly season! What have you done?”  

Fly fishing has consumed every 

available (and at times also 

unavailable) resource of time, energy 

and money in my life since the early 

90´s. For years, we would nerd-out 

completely on fly fishing. We chased 

the mayfly hatches all over Scandinavia 

in the summer and traveled the world 

in our off season to hunt for big trout 

in Montana and New Zealand. In my 

mind, we had the perfect life with an 

intense focus on fly fishing. We even 

got engaged on a river in New Zealand 

and honeymooned on the Bahamas 

with DIY bonefishing.  I guess that the 

bells of the biological alarm clock had 

been ringing for so long while we were 

off fishing that the sound had blended 

into the background noise of my life 

and I had forgotten all about it.

The blue markings brought the bells 

right back to my frontal lobe and filled 

the space in my ears that used to hold 

the screaming of fly reels. My primitive 

reptilian brain even went through the 

fight and flight debate before I realized 

that parenthood was the only way for 

me to be able to keep fishing my brains 

out and not lose my fantastic wife. So I 

followed the drill for dramatic events, 

“breath normally and put on your own 

mask before helping others.”  The first 

days as a father I tried to figure out 

who had caught who and eventually I 

realized that my little girl had caught 

me and she had no intention of 

releasing me, so it was time to try to 

change the way I relate to my hobby.  

It

The blue 
markings 
brought the 
bells right back 
to my frontal 
lobe
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Our laid-back fly fishing-obsessed 

selves were in for a major nose dive 

into adulthood and our fishing buddies 

were placing bets on how long it would 

take before the rods were on craigslist. 

We made it 6 days as serious adults 

before we had to go fishing.  So, we 

dressed the baby up in homemade 

waders (can you believe they don’t 

make waders in size infant?) and 

headed for the nearest creek. Those 

45 minutes of fly fishing were a real 

epiphany for us. “Heeey, this is doable 

even with a baby!” 

What better to do during your 

maternity leave than take your husband 

and baby (meaning man and daughter, 

not man and baby being the same 

person) on an 8 week road trip in the 

western USA? We decided that this 

was a once in a lifetime opportunity 

to go fishing and still get paid, so we 

booked flights from Oslo to Denver in 

September of 2012 and rented an RV 

the size of a standard Scandinavian 

apartment and fished our way from 

Denver to Fort Smith and back. We 

had to make some changes in our 

standard routine and make equipment 

changes to make room for the baby 

sling where our chest-packs used to 

be, but all-in-all things 

worked out great. We 

fished 5 states, 16 rivers 

and spent 51 nights 

riverside in our RV (a 

real luxury upgrade 

from the tent we 

normally use).
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Epic fishing trips have a cunning way 

of changing from a “once in a lifetime” 

to a really expensive habit. You simply 

have to go again. We started saving for 

the next trip before we left Denver and 

we made it back to Montana in October 

2014 and 2015. In 2015, the financial 

situation dictated that we had to rough 

it up a notch and use our tent instead 

of an RV, but that worked out fine. We 

spent the summers of 2014 and 2015 

back-country fly fishing north of the 

arctic circle in Norway, so our daughter 

had plenty of experience with camping 

in not-so-pleasant weather. With a 

good sleeping bag and wool clothes, 

camping in 16F is no problem for a 3 

year-old.  Just make 

sure mom has warm 

feet and you´ll be fine!

For years other 
fly anglers have 
asked me "why 
do you bring your 
wife when you go fishing?”
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I don’t bring my wife, we fish 

together and share the joys and 

frustrations of trout fishing. To me 

fishing with Solvor is not like driving 

with the handbrake on, it´s more 

like driving with two feet on the gas 

pedal. She sees the world through a 

different lens than I do and often sees 

opportunity and trout were I do not. 

Most importantly she fishes because 

it is fun.  For me, it is great to get a 

way from the “my-fish-is-bigger-than-

yours” mentality and just fly fish for the 

pure fun of it.  Fishing with a baby can 

still be quite controversial. We have 

seen guides run their boats aground 

because they could not believe that a 

mom was walking the river bank with 

a fly rod and a stroller. The way I relate 

to fly fishing has changed since we 

started bringing our daughter, I used to 

think that fly fishing was the toughest 

most difficult and hard core hobby a 

dude could have, but she made me 

realize that it is just a combination 

of back-packing and rhythmic 

gymnastics. This was of course a 

disappointing realization at first and 

meant that I had to change my view of 

myself. The up-side is that fly fishing is 

no extreme sport and anyone can enjoy 

it!

To me fishing with Solvor is not like driving with the handbrake 
on, it´s more like driving with two feet on the gas pedal.
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Kids love being 

outdoors but just like 

grownups they only 

enjoy it when they 

are dry, warm and 

happy.  Starting slow 

and easy is the key in 

any new undertaking, 

so we started with a 

45 minute trip to the 

local creek and gradually increased 

the distance and longevity of the trips. 

My daughter  turns 5 in May and has 

been on three trips to the USA, spent 

three summer holidays canoeing north 

of the arctic circle in Norway and lots 

of weekends in tents and cabins all 

over Scandinavia.  But, don’t think 

that bringing a kid or a baby won’t 

change anything, it will, but with the 

right attitude and some adjustments 

fly fishing does not need to be a past 

hobby.  
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Our top tips for fly 
fishing with kids:

1: Don’t confuse baby formula and dry 

fly powder, that will sink your dries!

2: Choose easy access rivers. You 

will be hauling a lot more stuff so do 

yourself a favor and don’t haul it too far 

into the bush.

3: If you want to get in to the back 

country, get a canoe.  It is much easier 

to paddle remote creeks in the back 

country lakes than to hike with all the 

gear needed.

4: Don’t bring a lot of toys.  Kids love to 

play with sticks and stones.

5: Don’t forget the pacifier.  That 

will hurt your fishing more than not 

bringing your fly boxes!

6: Use a baby sling to carry babies, that 

way you have both arms free. Use a 

child carrier from age 1 year.

7: Get your kid a pair of kid’s waders, 

not for wading but for staying dry.

8: Remember why you fly fish. It’s for 

fun.

9: Let the kids take part in the fun. 

From age 3 our daughter has been 

netting the fish. She is super exited and 

so proud, but you have to accept that 

some might get away, 

DUN Magazine

Thanks Knut and 

Solvor for their 

contribution to this 

edition of DUN 

Magazine.

Knutruud

so don’t let them net the trophies.
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DUN Magaz ine Take Away

ICE JAMS

keep ing you safe

Above:  Ice breaking apart in big 

chunks

Right:   An ice jam

This has nothing to do with that 

delicious freezer jam or favorite 

winter tune.  Ice Jams are an annual 
occurrence where rivers freeze 

over and break up during spring 

runoff. Large “bergs” clog bends 

or narrowings of rivers and can be 

backed up in a river for miles. With 
consistent water pressure flowing into 

these natural ice dams, eventually 

the power of water causes the river 

to elevate along with the ice chunks 

and push itself out of its banks if the 

ice jam does not break free of its own 

accord or with human intervention.   

At flood stage, an ice jam 

becomes a very dangerous 

scrubbing process. The 
river at this point ends up 

being reshaped. Any natural 
or man-made creation in 

harm’s way will be damaged 

or even demolished by 

the sharp scouring ice 

along with frigid, flooding 

waters. If you have ever 
wondered how tree trunks 

by the river get such bad 

wounds, so high up, it’s easy 

to imagine after knowing 

how ice jams work. 

Much is unknown about the exact 

combination of events which cause 

ice jams other than they occur after 

winter's freeze. Studies today are 
being done on riparian trees. Each 
ice scouring occurrence is recorded 

in the cambium layer (live skin area 

of a tree) annually. It is interesting to 
note they have a backlog of history 

and can follow trends, then attempt 

to match it up with weather. Many 
tree ring studies in Canada are 

concentrating on typical ice jam 

locations to see if they can find a 

predictable recipe for ice jams to help 

prevent costly damage and flooding 

to towns.  

Today several engineering attempts 

are in place to try to control these 

ice jams; everything from sculpting 

the river banks to re-enforcing the 

bends with large rocks drilled into 

the bankside, and even a really 

ingenious concrete barricade system 

spanning across a river like the ram 

barricades you see at the entrance 

of store fronts. The concrete pillars 
are anchored to the bottom of the 

river bed and protrude above water 

enough to allow the straining of large 

ice chunks, which keeps the river 

from jamming.  If the water were to 

rise quickly, the barricades just get 

submerged by water. At the same 
time, water flows freely, fish migrate 

without hindrance and boaters are not 

inhibited by the structure.   

Whether you did or did not want to 

know about ice jams today, you have 

to admit it’s a unique thing to be 

able to stand in a river, mid summer, 

fishing away and pausing to actually 

see and imagine the history the river 

has around it. Keep your eyes open 

and stay curious.
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The Real Reel
allison helen hendricks

We all want to be part of something 

new, something big, something 

important.  But when we get there, 

these are the things that elude us.  

The big always passes us by.  The 

small always takes prevalence. For 

me, life has been filled with almost 

too many ups and downs.  It took 

me my entire lifetime to find my 

happy.  However, I saw it, knew it 

and felt it years ago.  It was the 

first time I went fishing as an adult. 

And when that fly rod was handed 

to me, I knew I was home.  For it 

wasn’t just the remembering of a 

lifetime of fishing that got me, not 

even the fish that I caught that 

day.  It was the life and love that I 

had found within my own loop that 

brought me home.  Something so 

small, the perfect circle, something 

you never think of.  But the sound 

of the loop when it reaches its full 

potential, is the big I had always 

been looking for.  

I hadn’t fished at all as a young 

adult or even into my early 

adulthood, but I knew the moment 

I heard that noise, that I had found 

what I was supposed to do.  We 

focus so much of our time on 

our mistakes, on our sadnesses, 

our failures.  And we forget to 

remember the perfection of our 

happy.  Where were you?  Were you 

alone when the biggest moment 

of your life happened?  And it is a 

profound moment that we should 

share with others.  Were you by 

yourself?  

The big always passes us by.  

The small always takes prevalence.
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within my own loop.  And then 

to watch my students as they 

pass their loop onto their 

own children; is really what 

it’s about.  This is what the 

perfection of the loop, in the 

end, is all about.

We all want to be a part of 

something big, something new, 

something real.  But who knew it 

would be the real in my own loop.  My 

own perfection, my perfect circle, my 

calling and my life wrapped up all 

in one.  These are the moments that 

we should remember.  These are the 

moments that make us, us.  And they 

allow us to understand why we strive 

for the things that we do.  It is the 

smallest of moments that become the 

real reel in the end.  And for all of these 

things, I am truly blessed. 

Up, down, in, out and around.  

These are the things that we 

strive for, but never achieve.  

However, isn’t it the thing we 

always want most that is so 

far away?  There was always 

a sadness to me, my talents 

hidden, my smile far away, my 

graces not known.  And when 

that sweet sound of the loop 

passed my ear and the sun hit 

just right, it was golden.  And 

over the years, as it became 

tighter, I knew this is what I 

wanted to do.  You see, I never 

wanted to be a fly fisherman.  

It never even entered my 

mind.  But when something 

so profound, as hearing your 

own being, flying by your ear, 

touching god on the way up 

and down; you finally know 

that it was that thing you 

always knew how to do, but 

never understood.

To this day, some of my favorite 

times, are during my casting 

lessons.  To help someone 

else find their loop is amazing.  

And when I hear their loop for 

the first time, after hours of 

casting, it is something that 

brings life.  Sometimes there 

are tears, sometimes there are 

high fives.  But really, it’s a joy 

to teach others what brought 

and what brings me peace 

DUN Magazine

Thanks Allison for 

her contribution to 

this edition of DUN 

Magazine.

FlyCasterGal
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My Baem'bu
mary ann dozer

For over a decade, 

I observed as my husband 

crafted the bamboo fly 

rods I so much love to fish. 

This winter I embarked on 

a pursuit to craft my own 

bamboo fly rod. Oh my 

goodness! 

I had no idea how much fun it would be and how 

much intricacy there was to building a bamboo fly rod. 

Beginning on this page and for the next few pages 

you will be taken on a photo essay of my bamboo 

rod building pursuit. And, of course, my first fishing 

pursuit with my new rod in hand.  I can only hope 

that my words and pictures give you a sampling of 

how intriguing and rewarding this pursuit was for me 

personally. 

Selecting and Cutting the Bamboo Culm
 

Who would have thought 

picking out a couple of 

pieces of bamboo would 

be so perplexing, but it 

was important to choose 

two pieces with minimal 

blemishes and with a 

similar color tone. The 

first step serves as the 

foundation for the overall 

look of the rod.
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Splitting the Bamboo into Strips

Precision was necessary to determine “where” to start 

the split. Bonk! Bonk! Bonk! – nothing gentle about 

starting the split.  Once the split was started it was a 

gentle push to encourage the bamboo to split along its 

natural fibers.  Like managing a drift boat floating with 

the current, an occasional nudge to the left or right was 

necessary. 

Heat Treating and Sanding

Now this step was intimidating. The intent is to heat 

up the bamboo strips to remove any residual moisture. 

All I could think of was lighting a strip on fire! My fear, 

although real, was unfounded. The strips heated up 

nicely and stiffened up the bamboo. 
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Straightening and Beveling Strips

Wow, the whir and buzz of the beveller was thrilling. I 

now get the high from hearing the noise of shop tools. 

Yes, sound muffs were necessary. Each pass shaved 

off 0.024 inch.  Amazing transformation from rough 

bamboo strips to a precise triangular shape ready for 

planing. 

Planing Bamboo Strips

While planing I discovered a new depth of my 

obsessive compulsive nature. I made sure each strip 

was planed to perfect dimensions. I loved the precision 

and mechanical nature of setting the depth of the 

planing form. The hand planing; who would have 

thought it was a form of meditation. Which each swipe 

a 0.001 inch of material was removed.  After many 

hours of meditative hand planing, I was disappointed 

that I was finished! 
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Gluing Strips

So much for meditation. Gluing up the separate pieces 

into distinct butt and tip sections was intense. First, the 

glue needed to be applied quickly but not too thick or 

thin. Then these sticky & gluey pieces had to be rolled 

into their final hexagonal shape. Lastly, quick work was 

required to send each piece though the binder. Whew, 

I was glad when that was done. After drying overnight, 

it was back to the meditative aspects of removing the 

bindings and residual glue. 
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Fitting and attaching the ferrules

What a complex set of steps to put two ferrules on! 

I now have a new appreciation for the complexity of 

those two metal pieces that make my butt and tip 

section one. 

Building and installing the cork grip

Back to the workshop and the lathe to rough and finely 

sand the cork grip. Looking like a bamboo fly rod that 

will fit perfectly in my hand.
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Finishing the rod sections and attaching 
the guides

Wow, now this was a moment to take a deep breath… 

as I watched Dave inscribe my name, Mary Ann Dozer, 

as the maker for the rod. Deep breath, a sense of pride 

and accomplishment! With each application of a rub-

on varnish I found myself getting impatient wanting to 

forge ahead. Why? Because my rod was really looking 

like a rod and I wanted to fish it.  

Wrapping the guides produced two diametrically 

opposed emotions. One emotion was the meditative 

process of five wraps and then pack… five wraps and 

then pack. The other emotion was the pressure of 

ensuring each wrap was perfect, as I know all rod 

makers check the quality of the wraps. And yes, 

another opportunity for my obsessive compulsive side 

to emerge. I lost count on the number of re-wraps. 
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Final Polishing of the rod

WOW, almost unbelievable. A final polish to spiff up the rod and it’s finished, ready 

for the water. What a pursuit! So many emotions; fun, intimidating, energizing, 

meditative, impatience, patience, and lastly pride. Voila! Let me introduce to you 

“My Bamboo Rod”, and I emphasize the “My”.

Fishing My New Bamboo Rod

Anglers talk about the joy of fishing the flies they tie 

and catching fish. Let me double that. Fishing my own 

crafted bamboo fly rod with a fly I tied. How cool is 

that?! 
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I started building my own build fly rod 

in December. In mid-February I landed 

my first fish with my “My Bamboo 

Rod”. This entire pursuit, over many 

days and numerous hours, was a huge 

accomplishment and my heart is full 

of pride and joy. Never would I have 

guessed how much I enjoyed running 

the workshop tools and the fine hand 

work of planing and wrapping the 

bamboo rod. A fine tribute to the 

old adage, it’s always important to 

challenge yourself and try new things. 

Some may dream and long for that 

week on a warm and sunny beach. Not 

me, I long and dream of building my 

next bamboo fly rod. Till then – I will 

relish every moment I fish it. 

DUN Magazine

Thanks Mary Ann for 

her contribution to 

this edition of DUN 

Magazine.

FlyFishingPursuits
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http://www.brodin.com


Katka Švagrová

Czech Republic

Photos Petr Petersson

GUEST REVI
EW
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* The ground-breaking and innovative 

Free-Flex handle is designed on the 

basis of the logical   principle that a 

rod’s power potential is situated in the 

butt section of the blank.

*ArcticSilver ZENSE rods use the full 

power potential in the rod’s lower 

section by letting the blank load 

inside a hollow handle. The Free-Flex 

handle allows the butt section of the 

blank to load with less energy – it’s 

simple and it works!

*ArcticSilver’s Free-Flex rods 

represent a new category of fly rods 

making for a unique feeling, improved 

ergonomics, precision and effortless 

distance. The concept is protected by 

international patents.

The perfect rod

Before my trip to New Zealand I got 

a new Zense rod to test in hard New 

Zealand conditions.  There is no 

better place in the world where you 

can put your freshwater rod into more 

complex conditions.

It‘s not only because these fish are 

super powerful, it is also because 

they are so spooky. They don‘t 

give you a single chance to make 

a mistake. Your casting has to be 

exact.  Your fly has to fall gently on 

the surface, and for sure the rod has 

to have enough power to fight with 

New Zealand‘s beasties. Sometimes 

you have to cast a longer distances 

without losing precision. 

After few days of testing, I realized 

that I found all of that in the new 

Zense rod.

 For exact long distance casting with a unique feel

What The Company Says My Thoughts



DUN Magazine

Thanks Katka for 

her contribution to 

this edition of DUN 

Magazine.

Katka_Svagrova
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Another nice surprise came up when I 

got my first New Zealand brown trout 

on the rod. I remember the evening 

well.  I was quite disappointed from 

an all day tour without any fish 

(weather was just bad and rivers 

were pretty high).  We were preparing 

our tents for a simple dinner and a 

good night’s rest, when I decided to 

walk down to river to wash my dirty 

waders.

It was a magical evening; the sun 

was slowly disappearing behind the 

horizon, sandflies were biting like a 

hell … and then I saw him.  A big brown 

trout was sitting behind a rock, rising 

from time to time.  I quickly crouched 

to the ground, my heart pounding, 

and for a few seconds I didn't know 

what to do.  I felt like a little girl lost 

somewhere in the New Zealand 

jungle.  That trout just looked sooo 

big.  But, soon I came to my senses 

and grabbed the new rod.

I took my Zense rod and the game 

began. My friend Petr navigated my 

cast from the bank. It took maybe 

20 casts until the brown finally rose 

for my nymph. Hook set and I finally 

felt the free flex feeling.  The blank 

blended more freely when I was 

fighting the fish and the contact 

with the fish was so sensitive.  This 

rod helped me catch my first New 

Zealand brown! What a magic 

moment! 

GUEST REVI
EW

My super dynamic combo was the 

new Zense model from ArcticSilver 

Innovation in the 9.6 foot, 6 wt, 

Einarsson Plus reel and RIO gold 

floating line, which made the perfect 

combo to feel the pure New Zealand 

brown and enjoy every second on the 

water.

All Zense ArcticSilver fly rods blanks 

are covered by a lifetime warranty and 

they are made from the most recent 

high-end (46T) Nano-Carbon material. 

Quick lock system will facilitate and 

speed up the exchange of your reel. 

Even though the handle looks heavy, 

in fact the handle is really light and at 

the same time very powerful and able 

to endure a strong fight.

This rod was everything that I 

expected and what I required for my 

New Zealand trip.  I would suggest 

this rod to every fly angler who likes 

a modern design and who is not 

afraid of new things.  You will not be 

disappointed.  

Final Verdict
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F E A T U R I N G

Kismet Outfitters is 
based out of Martha’s 
Vineyard, MA & Maine. 

We specialize in bring-
ing all levels of anglers 
on world class trips and day schools 
both locally and globally. Our schools 
and trips can be geared for the the 
most hardcore angler as well as the 
complete novice. 

We thrive on teaching the art of fly 
fishing to all levels and ages. Our trips 
can incorporate fly fishing and yoga 
or focus on one! We have the knowl-
edge, experience and personal touch 
to make your experience memorable.

What We Do 
 Guided Fishing

 Couple & Family Trips

 Women’s Schools & Trips

 1 & 2 day Fresh & Saltwater Schools

 Corporate Events

 Fly Fishing & Yoga

 Customized Adventure

 Hosted Travel

www.Kismetoutfitters.com     860.944.5225     info@Kismetoutfitters.com
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Little Rivers: Tales of a Woman Angler

The expanded edition of the 1996 ground-
breaking memoir Little Rivers: Tales of a 
Woman Angler by Margot Page remains the 
premier literary narrative of a woman in the 
sport of fly fishing. 

Little Rivers features the chronicles of her 
evolution from reluctant student to passionate 
angler to married young mother, to divorced, 
desk-bound angler in essays described as 
“luminous.” 

As the granddaughter of Sparse Grey Hackle, 
legendary angling writer and editor, and 
then the wife of a famous angling author, 
Margot Page had to seek her own identity in 
the world of fly fishing. She worked in both 
sporting book and magazine publishing, 
and she was the first woman to write for the 
New York Times’ “Outdoors” column. Her 
new essays on her journey include a peek at 
her history as well as a rare window into the 
founding years of of the national nonprofit 
Casting for Recovery, of which she is a 
founding member. 

10% of all sales will be donated to Casting for Recovery

by Margot Page

Now Available in Paperback

Order HERE  

“One of our most respected angling writers 
... Margot Page can’t write an ungraceful 

sentence. I’ll take this elegant book any day.”                       
Fly Rod & Reel Magazine

A New, Expanded Edition of the classic

The perfect gift for nature and sports lovers.



DUN Magaz ine New Products

Keystone Fly Fishing

Headwaters Books

MSRP $29.95 

Pennsylvania has 86,000 miles of 

rivers and streams, including freestone 

streams, tailwaters, and spring creeks, 

flowing through 46,000 square miles 

of diverse country ranging from 

mountainous terrain to farm land. 

The waters run as small step-over 

brook trout streams choked with 

rhododendron to large rivers best 

fished from a drift boat. For this new 

guide, a team of experts share their 

insights, tips, and favorite fly patterns 

for their local waters and bring 

readers the most complete and in-

depth information on the best fishing 

opportunities in the Keystone State. 

• Trout, steelhead, smallmouth, and 

other species such as musky and 

carp

• local information, written by 9 

regional experts, and countless 

other guides, fly tiers, shop owners, 

and fishing gurus that know the 

water

• more than 240 streams, 210 up-

to-date patterns that work, and 40 

detailed maps 

The Ultimate Guide To Pennsylvania's Best Water

Women's River Salt 
Jacket

Patagonia.com

MSRP $349.00

Steelhead fishing in sideways 

sleet presents both opportunity 

and challenge, but rarely in equal 

measure. Specifically designed to 

fit female anglers, our durable and 

high-performing River Salt Jacket 

provides the fishing-specific features 

and weather protection you need to 

keep the equation balanced in your 

favor. Made with extra-tough H2No® 

Performance Standard 4-layer, 6.1-oz 

100% polyester solid twill microfiber 

with a waterproof/breathable barrier 

and a DWR (durable water repellent) 

finish, it has a waterproof, corrosion-

resistant YKK® front zipper and 

watertight adjustable cuffs to seal out 

wind-driven precipitation. Two large, 

streamlined front zippered pockets 

hold fly boxes, close with TPU-coated 

water-repellent zips, and won’t snag 

flying line on the shoot; the single 

small upper-arm pocket stashes lip 

balm or other essentials. The elastic 

drawcord at the hem is encased 

in a mesh-lined casing that drains 

excess water, and when you have to 

crank up and run into the teeth of it, 

the innovative vented hood is fully 

adjustable and stays in place at speed.
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" s o m e  o l d - f a s h i o n s  t h i n g s  l i k e  f r e s h  a i r  a n d  s u n s h i n e  a r e  h a r d 
t o  b e a t . "

Laura Ingalls Wilder




